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	Isabel Allende, Chile / USA
Isabel Allende is one of the world’s most read authors. She made 
her debut in 1982 with the novel The House of the Spirits, which 
gained worldwide success, and since then she has published 16 
books, including three for children and young adults. Allende’s 
latest book The Sum of Our Days takes the form of a letter to her 
dead daughter Paula. Allende depicts everyday and dramatic hap-
penings in her international extended family, unsentimentally, 
revealingly and with humour. At the same time the book is inter-
woven with grief for Paula and her own spiritual search to find a 
meaning in life. 
Isabel Allende was born in 1942. She went into voluntary exile 
after the Chilean military coup in 1973, and lives today in Cali-
fornia. 

	David Toscana, Mexico
The writer David Toscana gets much in-
spiration for his novels from such Span-
ish classics as Cervantes and Calderon de 
la Barca, but also from Latin American 
writers such as Juan Carlos Onetti and 
José Donoso. David Toscana, born in 
Monterey in 1961, made his debut as an 
author when he was in his 30s. His work 
has been translated into German, Arabic, 
Greek, English, Portuguese and Serbian. 
Toscana’s novel The Last Reader is now 
available in Swedish translation.

	Ignacio Padilla, Mexico
The acclaimed writer Ignacio Padilla, who 
was born in 1968 in Mexico City, is one of 
the founders of the Crack Movement. The 
movement started in the beginning of the 
1990s as a backlash against the magic re-
alism prevalent in Latin American writing, 
and challenged writers to find their own 
voices. Padilla points to the Argentinian 
writer Jorge Luis Borges as a shining exam-
ple in this regard. 
When Vicente Fox was elected president 
in Mexico in 2000, Padilla was named 
as cultural attaché to the Ambassador in 
London, which was both the beginning of 
Mexico’s bid to present a new cooler im-
age to the world, and a perfect assignment 
for Padilla who speaks no fewer than seven 
languages.
Padilla’s novel Amfitryon, an epic tale fea-
turing the Nazi Adolf Eichman, is now 
available in Swedish translation.

	Horacio Castellanos Moya, El Salvador
Horacio Castellanos Moya is one of El Salvador’s leading writers. 
He writes subtly about the contradictions and hypocrisy inherent 
in Central American society. After publication of his third novel, 
El asco [Nausea], in which he criticized politics in his homeland, 
Castellanos Moya was forced to leave the country because of re-
peated death threats. He had previously been forced to live in exile 
because of the civil war in El Salvador. Castellanos Moya until re-
cently lived in Pittsburgh as a Cities of Refuge writer-in-residence 
and Visiting Professor at the university there. This autumn and 
winter he will be working at the University of Tokyo.
Moya was born in 1957 in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. His books 
have been translated into several languages, including English, 
French, German and Italian. Moya’s novel Senselessness was on the 
longlist for the best translated book in 2008, in the USA, and is 
now available in Swedish translation, Sanslöshet.

	Lydia Cacho, Mexico
Lydia Cacho is a controversial journalist 
and human rights activist in her homeland 
of Mexico. In her book Los demonios del 
Edén [The Demons of Eden] she exposed 
a child prostitution and pornography ring 
in Cancun. After this exposé, Cacho was 
threatened with torture, persecution and 
death, leading the UN Human Rights 
Council to advise her to leave Mexico, and 
to offer her political asylum.
Lydia Cacho, who was born in 1963 in 
Mexico City, was awarded Amnesty In-
ternational’s Ginetta Sagan Award for 
Women and Children’s Rights in 2007. 
In 2008 she received the Tucholsky Prize, 
awarded by Swedish PEN to a persecuted, 
threatened or exiled writer or publicist. 
Her new book Memorias de una infamia is 
now available in Swedish translation, Jag 
låter mig inte skrämmas.

	Guillermo Arriaga, Mexico
The Oscar-nominated Guillermo Arriaga 
is responsible for the intricate manuscripts 
behind such acclaimed and prize-winning 
films as Amores Perros, 21 gram and Ba-
bel. He is also the author of three novels, 
two of which have been made into films: 
Escuadrón Guillotina and El Búfalo de la 
Noche. A consistent theme in Arriaga’s 
work is how the dead influence the living. 
Arriaga was born in Mexico City in 1958 
and brought up in one of the rougher areas 
of the capital city. Before he devoted him-
self to full time writing he tried out many 
other careers, including being a boxer, a 
basketball player and a football player.

Voices from Latin America
This year’s focal theme includes several prominent authors from Latin America.
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